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The Tongass National Forest

Tongass N.F.

Source: pbworks.com
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The Tongass Timber Reform Act
(TTRA, 1990)

Mandates that the Secretary of Agriculture will “...seek
to provide a supply of timber from the Tongass National
Forest which (1) meets the annual market demand for
timber from such forest and (2) meets the market
demand for timber for each planning cycle.”

“seek to meet market demand”
— Requirement is unique to the Tongass

— Long term timber demand estimates = best available
science

— PNW Research Station tradition
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Juneau, AK — The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals today ruled that the Forest Service
must correct serious problems in the 1997 Tongass National Forest Land Management
Plan. The challenge to the 1997 Forest Plan by conservation organizations centers on
the impact of a Forest Service error that doubled its projections of market demand for
Tongass timber. Market demand projections were used to determine the maximum

\ logging level allowed in the 1997 Forest Plan. The overall effect of this error was to

I exaggerate Tongass logging levels, and put much more land in logging designations

than the agency's own economists found was necessary to supply local mills.

ALYSIS
"This is a victory for all Americans because it will give people a chance to see our
biggest and most wild national forest in its natural state," said Earthjustice attorn U S
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The plan: estimate timber demand using
timber product output methodology

ldentify product markets

Assemble historic product data

Project product data and market share over
olanning cycle (2015 to 2030)

Develop baseline model and 3 management
scenarios

Estimate volume of demand for products

Estimate harvest equivalent to meet demand
— Tongass National Forest

— Native Corporation

— State of Alaska




We went looking for data....




Alaska forest sector data
e Harvest data

— TPO reports BUREAU OF
_ M BUSINESS

* Census of all wood using mills Sl2eNeNe
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* Every 5 years

— Production, Prices, Employment, and Trade in Northwest
forest industries

e Data provided by FS R10 regional economist

e Mill data

— TPO reports

— USFS annual survey of southeast Alaska sawmills since 2000
e Same 20 mills-half have closed
* No log exports
* No residue estimates

 International trade data

— FAOSTAT
— USITC dataweb

&

0,

7/ &
TMENT OF AGRICVY



Alaska timber harvest 1980-2011*
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Source: Production, Prices, Employment, and Trade in Northwest Forest Industries
Source: Region 10 economist




Alaska timber harvest 1980-2011*
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BUREAU OF
BUSINESS
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Private—including
Native corporations

National forest

State and other
public

All owners

Private—including
Native corporations

National forest

State and other
public

All owners

2011 BBER Alaska mill census:
harvest by owner

Thousand board feet, Scribner

126,076 191 1,423 300 127,990
28,381 73 143 91 28,688
14,856 1,046 2,689 - 18,590
169,313 1,309 4,255 391 175,267
Percentage of harvest
74.5 14.6 334 76.7 73.0
16.8 5.5 3.4 23.3 16.4
8.8 79.9 63.2 - 10.6
96.6 0.8 2.4 0.2 100



Use of Alaska’s 2011 timber harvest
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Log export data: US International Trade

Commission database

88% of Alaska harvest
was exported as
roundwood

USITC dataweb

On-line searchable
database for trade
statistics

10 digit HTS for
softwood log exports

Anchorage Customs
District

United States
International Trade Commission

Maln Manu
Werzlon 3.1.0

Create a New QuervReport:

Selzct Trade Type:

) | Selece Clazsification Srvtem for List and Displey Zelect Year: for Trade Daea

i T0.E. Imports For Commmaption

wtic Fxparts

O

Try This First! Years:
Igludes HTS SFC SITC, Ead-ude AG codsd, ded prd-defidsd ) Crurrant ULE. Trade {1996-20115)
sguniry grevgd. Fasi and saiy (") Historical Dzt (1988-1535
% QUICE (UERY )
Advanced Searchiz
o uding cudtermizad sroduct or o

Froossd With Hew Query
Note: To start a new query click on "Proceed With New Query"”.

(Fon a report from a saved query:

Sedect User Saved Cueries:
Bdigitchips&5-65
Bdigitchips96-2011 *
Ecigithdwdlumber85-25
ExGdigicchipsB3-85 W
IMEdiginchips85-85

Dowalerd Repont Directdy te Excel: Fun Raport Fram 3aved Query |

O
(This will cr=ate an Excel fil= from your zaved query)

Dalate Savad Guery |

|Account Information:

Modify Ucer Apooun £
Click the "Mipdify Uzer Account” to changs vour password or email address.




We found data discrepancies after
converting to MBF

AK log exports,

Alaska 300
harvest, PPET
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Four possible sources of error

| ag between harvest and export
Rebucking at the sort yard

Reporting shenanigans
Conversion factors



Cruised data vs. scaled data

e How accurate are harvest estimates?
— State: timber cruising methods known
— USFS: timber cruising methods known
— Private/Native: we don’t know; they aren’t telling

e Pacific Rim Log Scaling Bureau
— 90% of Alaska harvest is scaled N
— 100% of Alaska export logs are scaled
— 85-90% of Alaska harvest is exported S




Alaska 2011 log exports:
scaled data vs. USITC trade data

Thousand Percent of
board feet scaled harvest

Total scaled timber harvest 192,937 100
Scaled timber harvest received by AK mills 12,136 6
Scaled timber available for export 180,801 94
USITC log export volume converted to MBF 279,428 145
Scaled log export volume 180,801 94
Difference 98,627

e USITC data in reported in cubic meters, converted to MBF using 4.53
e Scaled data in reported in MBF



It’s the conversion factor

Scaled export log volume

_ 180,801 7.00 (calculated) 1,265,809
reported in MBF
USITC export log volume

> £ 279,428 4.53 (published) 1,265,809

converted to MBF
Reported 2011 AK harvest 175,267

Reconciling scaled data with trade data
resulted in a conversion factor of 7 m3/mbf

Exporters choose their conversion factor



Neal Hart, Timber Measurements Society,
2014 meeting

Misleading conversions in gov’t publications

Production, Prices, Employment,
and Trade in Northwest Forest
Industries, All Quarters 2012

Conversi~ . actors Used in This Report

4.53 cubic meters gquals 1 thousand board feet
2.36 cubic meters2quals 1 thousand board feet

Forveneer. 92.9 square meters equais . ~=d qquare feet

For plywood: .885 cubic meters equals 1 thousand 2 = 36 m 3/ M B F

For chips, paper, and pulpwood: 807 metric tons equals 1 short ton

We have begun talking about
this, no one seems to care




Conclusions
Alaska forest industry data are problematic
Log exports >85% of harvest
Conversion factors closer to 7 are appropriate
4.53 is a significant source of error
Exporters choose their conversion factor

Implications

— Uncertainty in harvest volume has implications for
timber policy and economic development

— Effects of manipulating conversion factors are
unknown

— Effects on bid prices for Federal timber are
unknown
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