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Background 

Population: 5,399,118 (January 1, 2023)
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A CHANGING FOREST 

RESOURCE BASE:

Natural Disturbances & 

Challenges
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Broad Policy Transition

• DRIPA Implementation & Indigenous 
Forest Revenue Sharing​

• Modernizing Land Use & Forest 
Landscape Planning

• Old Growth Protection​ and 
Management (Strategic Review & 
Action Plan)

• Framework on Biodiversity & 
Ecosystem Health

• Value Added Manufacturing & 
Innovation​

• CleanBC & Net-Zero
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Recent Forest Policy Changes

November 2019 
Adoption of DRIPA  

September 2020       
A New Future for Old 

Forests

October 2021 
Blueberry First 

Nations Agreement 

October 2021 
Amendments to 

FRPA – FLPs and 
FOMs

November 2021     
Bill 28 tenure 
redistribution

March 2022  
Commercial Liens 

Act

October 2023 
Transfer of 

responsibilities from 
MoF to MoWLRS 

December 2023 
Manufactured Forest 
products Regulation 

Amendment

December 2023     
Bill 41 Amendment 

of  Forest Act
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Recent Forest Policy Changes

Other Regulatory Changes include amendments to:

Wildfire Act

Great Bear Rainforest (Management Act)

Forest Revenue Audit Regulation

Forest Accounts Receivable Interest Regulation

Timber Harvesting Contract and Subcontract: 
Regulation amended June 2021

Changes to BCTS Cat 2- new value-added sales 
category
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AAC and Harvest continues to decline, with harvest projected to decline to 32M.
Millions of Cubic Meters (M3)

Supply Constraints 

Source: MoF Forest Inventory and analysis branch, Harvest Billing System
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BC crown harvest is projected to be around

32 million m3 per year for the next 3 years.
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Limitations of Traditional Timber Supply Analysis (AAC)

• Primarily biophysically based 

• Lacking economics
‒ Cost of supply (e.g., distance to market, 

terrain etc.) 

‒ Derived demand for timber (end-product 

prices, manufacturing capacity etc.)
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BC Cost Structure Uncompetitive - Highest in North America
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BC has been battered with 70+ announcements of closures, curtailments & shift reductions since 2020 

Closures, Curtailments & Shift Reductions 

Fibre supply, market conditions, transportation and natural disturbances cited as the main causes
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Economic Impact Study 2024 
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Forestry Impacts on the Province Forestry’s Impact on British Columbia 
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Forestry’s Impact on BC - 2022 

GDP Jobs 

Gov’t  
Revenue Investment Investment 

$17.4B 100,000 $15.8B $6.6B
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Forest products are BC’s second-largest export category
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Value added occurs at each stage along the supply chain 

Forestry & logging

30%

Support activities for forestry 

7%

Sawmills 

26%

Other wood product 

manufacturing 

12%

Veneer, plywood and 

EWP manufacturing 

10%

Converted paper 

product 

manufacturing

2%

Pulp, paper & paperboard 

mills 

13%

Source StatsCan Table 36-10-0480-01
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The forest sector supports good living standards
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$7.1B of capital expenditures spent across BC from 2013-2022
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Jobs & Harvest Levels are Highly Correlated  
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Takeaways 

Economic Overview: 
• Forestry contributed $17B+ to BC's economy & $6B+ in 

government revenues in 2022 
• Job Levels are tied to Harvest Levels
Current Situation: 
• Policies and natural disturbances are influencing the fiber 

supply dynamics.  



Get Data & 
Insights on the 
Dynamic Forest 
Sector with 
COFI Connect

VISIT – www.cofi.org/connect

C O N N E C T
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Softwood Lumber Exports 

Forest Product Exports 

Softwood Lumber Production

Harvest Billing System 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzdlZTkyNzctYjE5OS00MTRhLTk4MTItNGYzYzBmNDM0ZDUyIiwidCI6IjNhMDFhODgxLWJiYjEtNDRkNS05ZWNlLWIxNzk0ZmNmZDUyYSJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzI5OWUwN2MtYWI1Yy00ZmYyLThjOTgtMGJjNmZlYzliMmQwIiwidCI6IjNhMDFhODgxLWJiYjEtNDRkNS05ZWNlLWIxNzk0ZmNmZDUyYSJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjZkMzQ3MzAtYWRkNy00MTRjLTlmMGEtZDkyZTE3MGU5NjU5IiwidCI6IjNhMDFhODgxLWJiYjEtNDRkNS05ZWNlLWIxNzk0ZmNmZDUyYSJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzczYzQ4NGItYTI4Zi00OWJiLWJiYTItYjQ0NWZiMjdkZWE4IiwidCI6IjNhMDFhODgxLWJiYjEtNDRkNS05ZWNlLWIxNzk0ZmNmZDUyYSJ9
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